
Darcy Merkur - In addition to being certified by 
the Law Society of Upper Canada as a specialist in 
Civil Litigation, Darcy Merkur has been recognized 
by his peers in both the Canadian Legal Lexpert® 
Directory as a consistently recommended leading 
lawyer in Personal Injury representing Plaintiffs and 
in Best Lawyers in Canada® in the field of Personal 
Injury Litigation. As well, Darcy was the proud 
recipient of the 2011 Dean Edgell Award, presented 
by the Ontario Trial Lawyers Association for Darcy’s 
significant contribution and excellence in legal 
writing, continuing legal education, and leadership 
activities. His reputation as a leader in the personal 
injury field was recently acknowledged in a Toronto 
Sun article on auto insurance where Darcy was 
referred to as “one of the province’s leading personal 
injury lawyers”. 

David F. MacDonald was called to the bar in 1991. 
Since then he has practised plaintiffs personal 
injury litigation exclusively helping severely injured 
children, adolescents and adults and their families 
in their recovery from catastrophic injuries. David is 
certified as a specialist in civil litigation, as a Best 
Lawyer and by Lexpert. David also enjoys speaking 
to and working with health care professionals about 
how to access catastrophic designation and benefits 
to fund our clients’ rehabilitation needs.

For accommodation contact:
Lexington Hotel & Conference Centre

Rate $119.00 per night plus taxes,
use code word “March of Dimes”

lexingtonsudbury@eastlink.ca
(705) 675-5602

lexingtonsudbury.ca/location.cfm

1 day (June 7, 2018) or
2 day workshops (June 7 & 8, 2018)

8:30 am – 4:30 pm
(Wine & Cheese Cocktail Reception 

to follow on day 1)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
WITH BRAIN INJURIES 

Practical Strategies

CHILDREN & YOUTH
WITH BRAIN INJURIES 

Practical Strategies

Since 2009, more than 350 rehabilitation 
professionals from Ontario, Nova Scotia,
Alberta, US, and Sweden have 
participated in our Brain Injury Family 
Intervention Training.

Evaluation of our 2-day intensive training 
workshops have shown statistically 
significant improvements in participants’ 
ratings of knowledge, confidence, and 
skills in working effectively with families 
after brain injury.

By attending these invaluable 
workshops, you can gain continuing 
education credits as well.

Alumni

Outcomes

Day 1 Practical Skills Workshop - $125
Day 1 + Day 2 BIFI-A Intensive Workshop - $375

Registration for the Day 2 BIFI-A Intensive Workshop is limited 
to 30 participants and includes a 200 page BIFI-A intervention 

manual and reproducible handouts (a $235 value available
only through workshop training), plus breakfast, breaks,

lunch and cocktail reception.

All proceeds will go to
Brain Injury Association Sudbury & District. 

Registration Fee

For further information contact:
Crystal McCollom

Email: cmccollom@marchofdimes.ca
Tel: (705) 671-3188 ext. 237

Lexington Hotel & Conference Centre
50 Brady Street, Sudbury ON

Certificates of Attendance will be provided by
March of Dimes Canada

Registration will open April 13, 2018
Register today at

www.marchofdimes.ca/ABIWorkshop



Through small group interactive sessions, role plays, 
vignettes, and video-tapes, clinicians will learn how to 
implement the BIFI-A program. Completion of the 1-day 
Practical skills for supporting kids and families after 
pediatric ABI is a pre-requisite. For maximum benefit, 
stay the entire 2 days for these intensive and energizing 
workshops.

Caron Gan, RN, MScN, RP, AAMFT Clinical Fellow 
& Approved Supervisor, Clinical Team Investigator, 
Bloorview Research Institute, Holland Bloorview Kids 
Rehabilitation Hospital. Caron Gan is an Advanced 
Practice Nurse, Registered Psychotherapist and 
Marriage and Family Therapist, registered with the 
Ontario and American Association for Marriage 
and Family Therapy. For the past 25 years, she has 
worked with clients with ABI providing psycho-
therapeutic intervention to youth, adults, couples and 
families in both public and private sectors. Caron’s 
primary research focuses on family needs and family 
interventions after pediatric ABI. She is lead author 
and primary developer of BIFI-A. She is co-lead on 
the internationally validated Pediatric Family Needs 
Questionnaire [FNQ-P].

Kathy Gravel, MSW, RSW, RMFT, Holland Bloorview 
Kids Rehabilitation Hospital, is a Social Worker and 
Marriage and Family Therapist, registered with the 
Ontario and American Associations for Marriage and 
Family Therapy. Her clinical experience includes 28 
years in social services and health care, with 19 years 
providing psychotherapy to children, youth, parents 
and families living with ABI in the public and private 
sectors. She is a creative clinician qualified to provide 
play and solution oriented therapies including EMDR, 
to children and families who have experienced grief, 
loss and trauma. Kathy is leading development of the 
SibKit, an interactive booklet and webpage aimed to 
improve the lives of siblings living with pediatric ABI.  
 
Deanna S. Gilbert is a Partner at the law firm of 
Thomson, Rogers. In 2017, Deanna was added to
the peer-reviewed Canadian Legal Lexpert® Directory, 
ranked as “repeatedly recommended”. Deanna is 
listed in the 2018 Best Lawyers in Canada directory.  
Deanna is a founding member of Holland Bloorview 
Kids Rehabilitation Hospital’s “Connect for Kids” 
fundraising committee. Deanna holds a Certificate
of Proficiency in French.

These interactive workshops focus on 
enhancing clinical skills in assessment, 
engagement and intervention with 
families of children and youth who have 
sustained an acquired brain injury (ABI). 
The workshops will be of interest to case 
managers, social workers, psychologists, 
nurses, OTs, PTs, SLPs, rehabilitation 
counselors or clinicians in general practice 
who are interested in learning more about 
brain injury in children and adolescents 
and how best to help.

Participants can choose to attend either: 
• Day 1 Practical Skills Workshop or
• Both Day 1 Practical Skills Workshop
   and Day 2 BIFI-A Intensive Workshop

• Unique aspects of brain injury in children – effects,
outcomes, and family impact

• Cognitive behavioral, narrative, family, and solution-
focused approaches 

• Pediatric Family Needs Questionnaire (FNQ-P) – utility,
administration, and scoring

• Assessment, engagement, and intervention strategies
with kids and families

• Accident benefits and catastrophic designations
in children

• Working together to enhance supports for kids with ABI

BIFI-A intensive for families of adolescents
with ABI includes a 250 page treatment manual
(a $235 value) that: 
• Focuses on skill building, psychosocial support,

and education about ABI
• Uses a protocol that is structured and scripted to

facilitate consistent implementation by clinicians
• Draws upon family discussion, vignettes, role plays

and interactive exercises 
• Includes ready-to-use handouts, reading materials,

and brochures to use with clients and families

• Recognize the effects of ABI in children, adolescents
and their families

• Identify clinical approaches and strategies for engaging
kids and supporting families after pediatric ABI

• Review updates around accident benefits and
Catastrophic Impairment in children with ABI

Day 1 Workshop Objectives*

Practical skills for supporting kids and families 
after pediatric ABI

Day 1 Workshop Topics Covered

• What happens after brain injury
• Brain Injury happens to the whole family
• Being a teen and achieving independence
• Emotional and physical recovery
• Coping with loss and change
• Managing intense emotions
• Managing stress and taking care of self
• Setting SMART goals and tracking progress
• Learning patience and solving problems
• School and transition planning

BIFI-A Topics include:

• Learn about a structured approach and acquire
practical tools for working effectively with families after 
pediatric ABI

• Describe implementation of the BIFI-A protocol
(Brain Injury Family Intervention for families of 
adolescents with ABI

Day 2 Workshop Objectives Faculty

BIFI-A Intensive (Brain Injury Family Intervention 
for Adolescents): An Evidence-Based Approach 

BIFI-A accepted as a Leading Practice 
through Accreditation Canada

* Wine & Cheese Cocktail Reception hosted by Thomson, Rogers.

June 8, 2018 | 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

June 7, 2018 | 8:30 am - 4:30 pm


